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Facts about Euro Fair Statistics
The 2004 edition contains the audited statistics of 1,415 trade fairs and
exibitions from 18 countries, including

At these trade fairs a total of 512.000 exhibitors, 49,5 million visitors and
21,5 million sq.m. rented space were registered. 45 % of the trade fairs
address themselves to trade visitors, 30 % to private visitors and 25 %
to both target groups. 
The UFI – The Global Association of the Exhibition Industry estimates that all
trade fairs in Europe have around 1,5 million exhibitors and 160 million visi-
tors. That means that the audited trade fairs presenting detailed figures in
Euro Fair Statistics, represent one third of the European trade fair market.

Austria 35 

Croatia 26 

Czech Republic 81 

Denmark 14 

Finland 86 

France 126 

Germany 274 

Hungary 24 

Italy 161 

Poland 67 

Portugal 52 

Romania 2 

Slovak Republic 34 

Slovenia 2 

Spain 323 

Sweden 66 

Switzerland 9 

Ukraine 33 
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Foreword
The economic relations between the individual European nations are becoming
more intense year by year. As a result there is an increasing need for informa-
tion about the economies of other countries. Because trade fairs and
exhibitions play a very important role in external trade, companies and
associations have a keen interest in reliable information about foreign trade
fairs. This report’s aim is to satisfy this need. It includes audited and compara-

Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and Ukraine. Thus
the auditing-organizations from the countries involved wish to make a contri-
bution to making trade fair planning at an international level simpler and more
rational. In the next few years they intend to include further countries in which
the trade fair statistics will also be audited. 

The statistics listed in this report were audited in Austria, Croatia, the Czech
Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Portugal, Romania, the Slovak
Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and Ukraine by independent public
accountants, in Denmark and Finland by independent auditing-companies, in
Italy by the Committee of the Conference of Italian Regions and Autonomous
Provinces, in Switzerland by the Swiss Office for Trade Promotion. The figures
which have been reproduced on the following pages have been collected in
the individual countries according to practically identical criteria. Differences
can be seen in the definitions of the exhibitor, space and visitor figures. 

Comprehensive statistical material and further information about the individual
events can be obtained from the respective auditing-organizations. In addition
to this report which is intended to provide an initial review, they publish their
own reports in the native languages and further translated versions.

Matthias Limbeck
President of FKM-Austria

Dr. Giovanni Vassallo
General Director/ Chairman of 

Inter-Regional Trade Fair 
Coordination Committee

Thomas Jermiin
Director of the Danish

Audit Bureau of Exhibitions
and Fairs, Denmark

Hannu Vähätalo
Chairman of the Finnish Union 

of Trade Fair Organizers, Finland

Pedro Aleixo Dias
Partner BDO Binder & Co.,

Portugal

John Shaw
President of OJS, France

Michael von Zitzewitz
President of FKM,

Germany

René Zürcher
President of FKM-Suisse,

Switzerland

Boguslaw Zalewski
Chairman of the Board 

of Directors
CENTREX, Hungary

Juan Garaiyurrebaso
President of AFE, Spain

Lennart Mankert
President of SFC,

Denmark, Norway, Sweden

ble statistical data for about 1.415 events in Austria, Croatia, the Czech Republic,
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The figures listed in this report are under control of:

AFE - Spanish Trade Fair 
Association

Calle General Pardinas, 112 Bis 1°C

E-28006 Madrid, Spain

Phone: +34 9 15 62 10 22, Fax: +34 9 15 64 42 73

e-mail: info@afe.es, www.afe.es

Association for Voluntary Control of Fair
Statistics (FKM-Austria)

Messeplatz 1

A-1021 Vienna

Austria

Phone: +43 (1) 72 72 00, Fax: +43 (1) 72 72 04 43

e-mail: info@messe.at, www.messe.at

The Danish Audit Bureau of Exhibitions 
and Fairs

Badstuestraede 20

DK-1209 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Phone: +45 33 12 38 10, Fax: +45 33 91 08 10

e-mail: do@do.dk, www.do.dk

FUTFO – Finnish Union of Trade Fair
Organizers

c/o Tampere Trade Fairs Ltd

P.O. Box 163, SF-33201 Tampere, Finland

Phone: +3 58 32 51 61 11

Fax: +3 58 32 12 38 88

e-mail: info@tampereenmessut.fi

www.tampereenmessut.fi

Statistical Audit Bureau for General and
Spezialized Fairs and Exhibitions (OJS)

11, Rue Friant

F-75014 Paris, France

Phone: +33 (1) 53 90 20 11, Fax: +33 (1) 53 90 20 19

e-mail: r.neveux@foiresaloncongres.com,

www.ojs.asso.fr

Society for Voluntary Control of Fair and
Exhibition Statistics (FKM)

Littenstrasse 9

D-10179 Berlin, Germany

Phone: +49 (30) 2 40 00-0, 

Fax: +49 (30) 2 40 00-3 40

e-mail: info@fkm.de, www.fkm.de

CENTREX – International Exhibition 
Statistics Union

Albertirsai út 10.

H-1101 Budapest, Hungary

Phone/Fax: +36 (1) 26 36 368

e-mail: info@centrexstat.org

www.centrexstat.org

Conference of Italian Regions and
Autonomous Provinces 

Inter-Regional Trade Fair Coordination 

Committee / c/o Regione Liguria

Via D’Annunzio, 113, 16121 Genova, Italy

Phone: +39 (010) 5484976, Fax: +39 (010) 5484670

e-mail: daniele.barrani@regione.liguria.it

BDO Binder & Co.

Avenida da Republica 50–10°

P-1069-211 Lisbon, Portugal

Phone: +351 (1) 7 99 04 20, 

Fax: +351 (1) 7 99 04 39

e-mail: Pedro.Dias@bdo.pt, www.bdo.pt

Scandinavian Fair Control (SFC)

Slottsgatan 14

55322 Jönköping, Sweden

Phone: +46 (36) 71 53 56, Fax: +46 (36) 71 27 26

e-mail: info@fairlink.se

www.fairlink.se

Association for Voluntary Control of Fair
Statistics (FKM-Suisse)

Mingerstrasse 6

CH-3000 Berne 22, Switzerland

Phone: +41 (31) 3 40 11 11, Fax: +41 (31) 3 40 11 10

e-mail: info@beaexpo.ch 

www.beaexpo.ch
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Locations 
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Locations 
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Definitions

The total rented space of an event is based on the
amount of space rented by the individual ex-
hibitors. The amount of rented space is divided in-
to hall areas and open-air areas, and is also
differentiated between domestic and foreign ex-
hibitors.

Visitor figures are based on the amount of entrance
tickets sold. Season tickets are counted once irre-
spective of the number of times used. Complimenta-
ry tickets, exhibitor tickets, press tickets, etc. have
not been taken into consideration.
Foreign visitors’ totals are minimum figures based,
for example, from their purchasing tickets at speci-
fied cashiers and specified reception areas. In other
cases, these figures have been determined by repre-
sentative sampling.

Exhibitor figures are compiled as the number of
companies who have rented an individual stand and
who use their own personnel to promote goods or
services. Represented firms are companies whose
goods or services are offered by another exhibitor.
The number of exhibitors may not be added to the
number of represented firms.

FKM-Austria

Space Exhibitors Visitors

The total rented space of an event refers to the area
used by and paid for by the exhibitors. A
distinction is made between hall space and open-
air space. Areas given free of charge to exhibitors
are not counted.

The number of visitors is the sum of paid entrees, in-
vitation cards used, and other used tickets which can
have been obtained by conference visitors who have
had access to the trade fair grounds. A visitor who
visits a trade fair over a period of many days is
counted once a day. Exhibitor, press, service and
personnel cards and passes are not counted.

An exhibitor with his own stand (direct exhibitor) is
one who has obtained a contract for an exhibition
stand in its entirety, or who uses a specified, clearly
delineated portion of an exhibition stand using his
own personnel to promote goods or services.
A represented firm (indirect exhibitor) is one whose
products or services are offered through a direct ex-
hibitor. The number of exhibitors whith their own
stands may not be added to the number of repre-
sented firms, exept when evident.

SFC, Denmark/Norway/Sweden / DO, Denmark / FUTFO/Finland

Space Exhibitors Visitors



9

Definitions

The rented space refers only to the area occupied
by direct exhibitors (exhibitors with their own
stands). It corresponds to the number of square
metres invoiced and paid for by these exhibitors.
Surface areas given free of charge are not counted.

Any person entering a commercial event who pres-
ents either a ticket or a card proving payment on the
entrance fee, or an invitation card with a numbered
control slip is considered as a visitor.
The exhibition organizer must issue control cards or
slips giving the identity of foreign visitors.
Unidentified visitors admitted free of charge are not
taken into account. Honorary cards, exhibitors, press
and all administration passes are not counted.

An exhibitor with his own stand (direct exhibitor) is
one who occupies a stand for his company, receives
the bill from the exhibition organizer and settles it
directly. A represented firm (indirect exhibitor) is
one who does not have a stand of his own, but pres-
ents his products on a stand of a direct exhibitor.

OJS, France

Space Exhibitors Visitors

The total rented space of an event is based on the
amount of space rented by the individual exhi-
bitors. The amount of rented space is divided into
hall areas and open-air areas, and is also differen-
tiated between domestic and foreign exhibitors.

The visitor figures are calculated according to the
number of admissions to the trade fair centre. The
number of admissions per day can, on the one hand,
be determined by an electronic visitor admission sys-
tem, whereby a maximum of one admission is regis-
tered per day. Organizers which do not use such a sys-
tem, can calculate the number of visitors according to
the number of day tickets sold and the minimum use
of multiple-day tickets sold; it is assumed that such
tickets are used at least as often as is economically
worthwhile in comparison to the day ticket.
Basis for establishing the number of visitors can also
be a registration, irrespective of whether an en-
trance fee has to be paid or not. In such cases, the
number of admissions can be determined by a visi-
tor-admission-system or – if an entrance fee has to
be paid – by the minimal use of the tickets sold.

Exhibitor figures are compiled as the number of
companies who have rented an individual stand and
who use their own personnel to promote goods or
services. Represented firms are companies whose
goods or services are offered by another exhibitor.
The number of exhibitors may not be added to the
number of represented firms.

FKM, Germany/FKM-Suisse

Space Exhibitors Visitors
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Definitions

The rented space is divided up in hall space and
open-air space which is rented and paid up by
exhibitors. The total space data includes the special
demonstration area as well.

The number of visitors is calculated on evidence. The
number of paying visitors is established through fin-
ancial evidence: number of sold tickets (prepaid or
on the spot) and number of tickets/entry passes paid
by the exhibitor or a third party. Visitors with season
tickets are calculated as financially reasonable mini-
mum number of use of the tickets. Number of family
tickets sold are calculated as 4 visitors. Persons arriv-
ing with vouchers, registration cards or similar valid
free passes, tickets can be counted as visitors only if
evidence is available.
The number of foreign visitors is established either
by tickets sold out at special counters for foreigners,
filled-in-registration cards with evidence of the for-
eign origin of the visitor or through representative
visitor surveys.

An exhibitor with his own stand (direct exhibitor) is
one who occupies a stand for his company receives
the bill from the exhibition organiser and settles it
directly.
A represented firm (indirect exhibitor) ist one who
does not have a stand of his own, but presents his
products on a stand of a direct exhibitor.
Co-exhibitors at an  exhibitor’s stand or participants
at a collective stand are also considered as exhibitors
for statistical purposes if they exhibit their own goods
employing their own personnel on the exhibitor’s
stand or at a common stand organised by a collective
stand organiser and their autonomy can be un-
doubtedly recognised even without physical separa-
tion.These companies are considered as exhibitors
regardless that the invoice is being issued on the ex-
hibitor or on a collective stand organiser. The nature
of the participation and the identity of each exhibitor
at the stand should be undoubtedly clear from the
application form sent to the exhibition organiser.

CENTREX: Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovak Republic, Ukraine

Space Exhibitors Visitors

The rented space of a fair is the area effectively oc-
cupied by the exhibitors, invoiced and paid at the
official price. The space is divided up in hall space
and open-air space and in area rented by Italian
and foreign exhibitors. Areas given free of charge
to private exhibitors are not counted.

Any person entering a trade fair presenting a ticket
or a card proving payment of the entrance fee, or an
invitation card with a control slip is considered as a
visitor. Visitors admitted free of charge are counted
only, if they give elements for their qualification and
identification. Foreign visitors are counted only, if
their identification is possible.
Honorary cards, exhibitor, press and service cards
and passes are not counted.
Permanent cards are counted only once.

An exhibitor with his own stand (direct exhibitor) is
one who occupies a stand for his company, receives
the invoice and pays it. Exhibitor figures are divided
up in Italian and foreign exhibitors.
A represented firm (indirect exhibitor) does not have
a stand of his own, but is present in the stand of a
direct exhibitor. He cannot be considered, if he does
not pay the offical fee for the participation.

Inter-Regional Trade Fair Coordination Committee, Italy

Space Exhibitors Visitors
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Definitions

Obligatorily, the hall space must be distinguished
from the open-air space, always using the square
meter (m2) as unit of measure. Rented space
should still be decomposed into national and for-
eign exhibitions. Surfaces granted free of charge
and/or supporting activities – restaurants, confer-
ences, shows, circulations and parking should not
be considered on the statistics.

A distinction between national and foreign visitors
must be done. Foreign visitors should be identified
through registration and control of their personal
identification cards showing their adress. Non-iden-
tified and non-controlled visitors admitted free of
charge should not be considered on the statistics as
well as, for example, those bearing press cards and,
in a  general way, all bearing administration passes.

Obligatorily, the exhibitors should be separated into
direct and indirect exhibitors. These should also be
subdivided between national and foreign. An ex-
hibitor is considered direct if he occupies an area
rented by himself for display of his products or serv-
ices. If a representative presents his products in
modules of a direct exhibitor, he is classified as an
indirect exhibitor (represented firm).
In the particular case of the occupied area by the in-
direct exhibitor being of 9 m2 at least, this one will
be considered as direct. The localization of the ex-
hibitor’s office determines his classification as na-
tional of foreign.

BDO Binder & Co., Portugal

Space Exhibitors Visitors

The amount of exhibition space let is divided into
hall areas and open-air areas, and is also differen-
tiated between Spanish and foreign exhibitors.
Special shows include stands, displays and demon-
strations which deal with the general concept, or
specific themes, of an exhibition but are inde-
pendent of the exhibitors. 
Gross exhibition space comprises the net exhibition
space and the related gangways and service areas. 

Identified visitors: At the entrance of the exhibition
these visitors must show a card or numbered slip
showing their identification. The number of these
visitors is determined according to the number of
completed cards or slips.  Season tickets are counted
once, irrespective of the number of times used. 
The number of visitors buying their tickets on entry
to the exhibition corresponds to the number of tick-
ets sold with proof of the corresponding receipt. 

Direct exhibitor: Exhibitors occupying own stands
receive bills from the exhibition organiser which are
settled directly. Indirect exhibitor (or firm represent-
ed): Exhibitors which do not have own stands, but
present products on direct-exhibitor stands. 
In the case of group or collective participation, the
different exhibitors are considered direct where they
occupy an area of at least 9 m2.  Exhibitors occupying
a space of less than 9 m2 are considered indirect. 

AFE – Spanish Trade Fair Association, Spain

Space Exhibitors Visitors
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